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A Basic Need
What man, woman or child does not desire to have 

someone express to them they are sincerely loved and 
appreciated? Love is a basic need for everyone. A home 
in which love is conditional or where there is little or no 
love felt and expressed for each member is not a happy 
or healthy one. A child learns to love and be loved by 
observing and experiencing love. He not only wants to 
know he is loved, he also needs that love to be expressed 
in easily recognizable words, actions and attitudes. Love 
is a basic emotional need for your child.

Model God’s Unconditional Love
Believers experience God’s love when accepting the 

death of Jesus Christ, God’s Son, as deliverance from 
the death penalty deserved for our sin. Jesus loves us in 
spite of our sin. In the same way, a child should always 
be made to feel his parents still love him even though he 
has angered, disappointed, upset or disobeyed them. They 
love him for who he is and not for what he does. No  
action, inaction or failed responsibility on his part can 
ever diminish their love for him. Does your child know 
this to be true of you?

The Unloving Parent
Because our lives and reactions can be so varied, it 

would be wrong to assume every parent automatically 
has a deep love for their child. Perhaps you feel disap-
pointment in a child in your family. This disappointment 
may be open and evident, or you may think it is secretly 
hidden. Rarely does this type of feeling remain a com-
plete secret for long. Many adults have expressed these 
thoughts: “I never knew why, and there was never an 
incident of proof, but I always knew my parents were not 
totally accepting and proud of me.”

Evaluating any hesitancy toward loving a son or 
daughter is essential. When recognized and given in hon-
est confession to the heavenly Father, inadequate love 
can be overcome, and a change of heart can begin. The 
following questions may help expose resentment and lack 
of love for a child:

1. Are you disappointed because your child is plain 
or has a physical, emotional or mental defect?

2. Have you sometimes rejected him because of 
what you consider to be his lack of appeal and 
charm or because he displays a character trait sim-
ilar to some family member you do not admire?

 3. Are you secretly jealous that your child may be 
prettier, more intelligent or talented, or better 
loved than you?

 4. Do you resent the time spent or relationship your 
child has formed with your spouse?

 5. Are you disappointed this child is a girl and not a 
boy, or the reverse?

 6. Do you think your son or daughter is not smart or 
is a slow learner?

 7. Are you embarrassed by your child’s hyperactiv-
ity or extreme shyness?

 8. Do you resent the demands child rearing places 
on your time and energy?

 9. Was this child born out of wedlock, causing  
embarrassment to you and your family?

10. Are you angry because this child’s birth meant 
sacrificing your educational goals, career or  
freedom?

11. Do you resent the extra financial burdens this 
child causes the family?

12. Are you jealous because this child is more  
attracted to your spouse’s parents than to yours?

13. Do you love your childrem only when they obey 
you, take your advice or think and act like you do?

Love Expanded
Once exposed with honest thought, prayer and evalu-

ation, these wrong attitudes can be rightly seen as the  
parent’s problem rather than the child’s. If this could be 
your situation, prayerfully confess your sin. Ask God to 
place in your heart His limitless love for your child. Ask 
God to help you trust that He alone can change a person’s 
thinking and behavior from the inside out. Then begin to 
express in words, actions and attitudes an unconditional 
love for your child. God will reward your obedience. 
Changed hearts can bring a new atmosphere to your 
home. You may be surprised to sense the development of 
love that was previously missing. God will answer your 
prayer and give you His ability to more deeply and uncon-
ditionally love your child.
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